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Sheliao Island during the Japanese Colonial Period:
The Development of its Fisheries and Surrounding
Culture

Wang, Chun-Chang™

Abstract

Sheliao Island was originally a traditional fishing village that relied on
conventional fishing methods. The fishery industry was then modernized during the
period of Japanese occupation, which improved traditional fishing methods and utilized
new fishing equipment and experienced an overall economic expansion. Naturally, this
growth of the fishing industry also increased the fishermen’s income and enabled them,
in many cases, to lift themselves up, beyond just making ends meet. In the mid-to-late
1920s, the Government of Taiwan built the Keelung Fishing Port for the development of
inshore and offshore fisheries, as well as for the support of other industries in Taiwan.
The Keelung Fishing Port includes the current Zhengb in Fishing Port and Heping
Island Fishing Port (also known as Sheliao Island Fishing Port). After the Keelung
Bridge (now called Heping Bridge) was built, Sheliao Island’s fishery industry achieved
a remarkable increase of 62.15% the following year. The growth in Sheliao Island’s
fishing industry also helped spawn new employment opportunities in the bonito flakes
manufacturing company, in shipbuilding, and in other associated industries.

During the Japanese occupation, there was an Okinawan settlement on Sheliao

Island, most of whom were employed in the fishing industry. They even established an

* Assistant Professor, Institute of Oceanic Culture, National Taiwan Ocean University.



IR IPISHEDPATE R EFEE RN

association of Okinawan fisherman. This group often shared fishing techniques with
Han people on the island; however, relations between them and Han people were often
contentious due to inherent competition. The people of Sheliao worshipped Mazu at
Tianhou Palace and the King of the Three Provinces at SheLing Temple. Pilgrimage
activities to these two temples tended to be grand local events where many people
would participate. Dragon boat racing was also a popular event that made Sheliao Island
famous. These folk celebrations on Sheliao Island are still significant annual

celebrations and an important role in Taiwan’s marine cultural tourism.

Keywords : Sheliao Island, fishery industry, Keelung Fishing Port, associated industries,

fishermen’s life
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